CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  Wii.i.i am  Lloyd  GFA.BRISON. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  take  the  liberty,  as  your  personal 
friends  of  many  years*  standing,  and  your  fellow- 
laborers  in  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  to  address 
you  on  a  matter  which  we  have  very  orach  at  heart. 
We  mean  the  preparation  of  the  history  of  your  life 
by  yourself.  We  venture  to  make  this  suggestion 
both  on  public  and  private  considerations.  The  part 
which  you  had  in  the  most  important  passage  of  our 
history  makes  it  essential,  as  it  appears  to  us.  to  the 
foil  understanding  of  itB  tacts  and  its  philosophy, 

that  they  should  he  >et  down  by  your  OWO  authentic 
pen.     Such    a    narrative    would    furnish    the    most 
valuable   material    possible,   as    to    the  matters  of 
which  it  would  treat,  for  the  future  historian  of  tin 
country.     But,  besides  its  public  value,  we    are    sure 

that  your  autobiography  would  be  a  very  entertain- 
ing work,  from  the  varieties  of  your  career  and  the 
many  interesting  persons  «>n  both  Bides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic with  whom  it  has  brought  you  in  contact,  besides 

affording  a  most  instinctive  example,  never  more 
needed  than  now,  of  the  genuine  happiness  and 
Hue  success  <d*  a  life  devoted  to  b  great  and  un- 
selfish purpose. 

Assured  that  you  will  take  our  application  in  good 
part,  and  hoping  most  earnestly  that  you  will  see  lit 
to  comply  with  the  request  it  contains,  we  are,  dear 

Mr.  Garrison, most   respectfully  and  affectionately, 

your  friends, 

B&nbi  Wilson, 
Willi  \m  Claflin, 
Henry  Ward  Beeches, 
Harriet  Bbbchbb  Stowe, 
Robert  Collyer, 
James  Freeh  v\  Clarke, 
O.  15.  Frothingham, 
Charles  Eliot  Norton, 
William  Whiting, 
\\  M.  Endicott,  .IK., 


Edmund  en  in<  \ . 
Samuel  E.  Sew  all. 
Maria  Weston  Chapvan, 
Caroline  w  bbton, 
John  <;.  Whittier, 
J.  BflLLEB   Mc  Kim, 
LUCRETIA   MOTT. 
WM.   II.   FUKNESS, 

C.  c.  Burleigh, 
BCari   Grew, 

SARAB    l'l  (ill, 

Btdnki  Howard  i  ;  w, 
8  imurl  Mai  . 
Theodore  D.  Weld, 
Angelina  <;.  Weld, 

S  vuam    M.  Q-RIMKB, 

Qerrit  Smith, 
Lucy  Stone, 
Robert  P.  Wall<  i  i. 
iii.Nin   B.  Blaokwbll, 

March  10.  lSTi. 


Henry  i.  Bowditch, 
William  <'.  \ia.i., 

EDG4  i:   Ki:k  hi  \i. 

William  a.  hall. 
Rowland  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Hall, 
Mabius  k.  Robdtson, 
Henrietta  \v.  . Johnson, 
Olivbb  Johnsi  v 


Mr.  diirrison's  Reply. 

Boston,  Manh  n,  is::j. 
Esteemed  Friends:  No  lettercould  he  more  com- 
plimentary, none  more  gratifying,  none  more  stimu- 
lating to  the    performance    of    the    difficult    task 

designated     Therein      than      the     one     which     you 

have  addressed  to  me.  I  am  too  deeply  af- 
fected by  it  to  he  able  to  make  a  suitable 
reply— cherishing  as  I  do  for  you,  individually 
and  collectively,  the  highest  respect  as  endeared  co- 
lahorera  in  the  mighty  struggle  for  the  abolition  of 


American  slavery.  To  receive  from  you  such  a  <  on- 
ourrenoe of  judgment  as  to  the  desirableness  of  my 
preparing  the  narrative  you  suggest,  "  for  the  use  of 
the  future  historian  of  this  country."  is  indeed  to  he 
greatly  honored.  To  your  urgent  appeal  I  dare  nol 
say  nay  :  and  1  am  equally  afraid  to  irive  an  affirma- 
tive answer,  lest  expectations  might  be  raised  only 
to  end  in  disappoint nient. 
After  the  long-desired  "  year  of  jubilee"  had  come. 

a  generous  overture  was  made  to  me  by  a  leading 

publishing   firm   in   this   city  to  write  a  voluminous 

history  of   the  conflict   that   preceded  it  :  hut   my 

health  broke  down  SOOn  afterward,  and  has  heen 
more  or  less  impaired  ever  since,  so  that  up  to 
lliis  hour  the  first  sentence  remains  to  he  recorded. 
It  is  extremely  problematical,  therefore,  whether  1 
shall  yet  he  Strengthened  to  depict,  even  on  a  lim- 
ited scale,  the  most  noteworthy  moral  and  political 
struggle  in  the  annals  of  civilization.     Covering  as 

it  did  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  and  rending  the 

nation  by  the  antagonistic  elements  which  it  aroused, 
to  portray  it  in  all  its  multitudinous  phases,  without 
exaggeration  or  abatement .  exceeds  my  ability,  not- 
withstanding your  encouraging  voices.  Moreover, 
my  connection  with  it,  from  its  commencement  t<» 

LtS  Close,  WSB   BO    close   and    peculiar    that  a  sense   of 

delicacy  almost  preclude*  me  from  trying  to  record 
my  views  and  recollections  of  it.  So  far  as  1  am 
personally  concerned.  I  feel  no  Interest  in  any  his- 
tory of  it  that  may  he  written,     [t  is  enough  forme 

that  every  yoke  is  broken  and  every  bondman  set 
free.  Jet  there  are  lessons  to  l»e  drawn  from  it  that 
cannot  fail  to  be  serviceable  to  posterity.  The  mil- 
lennial state,  if  it  ever  come  on  earth,  is  yet 
in  the  far  distant  future, 
nierable  battles  yet  lo  be 
tight,  many  wrongs  to  be 
evil  customs  abolished,  many 
thrown,  many  deliverances  wrouirht  ;  and  those  who 
shall  hereafter  go  forth  to  defend  the  righteous 
cause,  no  matter  at  what  cost  or  with  what  disparity 
of  numbers,  cannot  fail  to  derive  strength  and  In- 
spiration from  an  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the 
means  ami  met  hods  used  in  the  Anti-Slavery  move- 
ment. 

I  need  only  say,  in    conclusion,  that    your  request, 
dear     friends,     will     certainly     furnish    a     powerful 

inducement  to  me  to  endeavor  to  carry  out  your 

wishes. 

Thanking  you  again  for  this  token  of  your  regard 

and  confidence.  I  remain,  yours,  for  a  world's  libera- 
tion, \\'m.  Lloyd  ('•  otRisoir. 

To    Edmund    Quinoy,    Samuel    E.   Bewail,   Oliver 

Johnson,   John  (',.  Whittier,    (Jerrit    Smith,   Maria 
Weston  Chapman,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  others. 


There    are    Lnnu- 
f  ought      for     the 

redressed,      many 

usurpations  over- 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
To  William  Llotd  Gakhison. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  take  the  liberty,  as  your  personal 
friends  of  many  years'  standing,  and  your  fellow- 
laborers  in  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  to  address 
you  on  a  matter  which  we  have  very  much  at  heart. 
We  mean  the  preparation  of  the  history  of  your  life 
hyyouiself.  We  venture  to  make  this  suggestion 
both  on  public  and  private  considerations.  The  part 
which  you  had  in  the  most  important  passage  of  our 
history  makes  it  essential,  as  it  appears  to  us,  to  the 
full  understanding  of  its  tacts  and  its  philosophy, 
that  they  should  he  set  down  by  your  own  authentic 
pen.  Such  ■  narrative  would  furnish  the  most 
valuable  material  possible,  as  to  the  matters  of 
which  it  would  treat,  for  the  future  historian  of  this 
country.  Hut,  besides  its  public  value,  we  are  sure 
that  your  autobiography  would  be  a  very  entertain- 
ing work,  from  the  varieties  of  your  career  and  the 
many  interesting  persons  ou  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic with  whom  it  has  brought  you  in  contact,  besides 
affording  a  most  instructive  example,  never  more 
needed  than  now,  of  the  genuine  happiness  and 
true  BUCCeSS  of  a  life  devoted  to  a  great  and  un- 
selfish purpose. 

Assured  tiiat  you  will  take  our  application  in  good 
part,  and  hoping  most  earnestly  that  yon  will  see  tit 
to  comply  with  the  request  it  contains,  we  are,  dear 
Mr.  Garrison,  most  respectfully  and  affectionately} 

your  friends. 

Henby  Wilson, 

Clakmn, 


Edmund  Qoincy, 

s  win: i.  B.  BBW  ILL, 
Maui  \  Wkston  (hai  m  LN, 
Caroline  Weston, 
John  <;.  WHITTIBH, 
J.  Mn. i. i:i!  M(  Kim, 
Lccim:  i  i  \   BfOTT, 
W.M.  H.   FUItNBSB, 
('.  <'.   BCBLEIOH, 
Mu;i     <  f-KEW, 

SAICAH    l'l  (ill, 

STDNEl    How  aui>  r,\\, 
SAMI  I.I.    M  \\  . 
THEODOBE   I).   Wi  l.l), 

Angelina  <;.  Weld, 
Sarah  m.  Q-bimkb, 
GBBRIT  Smith, 

LU<    I     >I"NE, 
KOBKKT   F.    VVAI.I  '   I    I. 
HBNBT     B.     l'.I.AiKU  I.I.I., 

March  10. 1873. 


W  II.  I.I  AM 

1 1  i.N  in    WABD  BEBCHBB. 

n  xuuii.r  Beeches  Btowb, 

Hom.lM    COLLTEB, 

Jambs  Freeman  Clarke, 
0.  B.  Frothinohax, 
Chablbs  Eliot  Norton, 
William  Whiting, 

W.m.   ENDICOTT,  .IK., 

II  INKY     I.     HOW  Dl  I      II. 

William  0.  Nell, 
Edgar  k i.t<  m  ii, 
William  a.  Ball, 

Mow  LAND  JOHNSON, 

Nathaniel  Ball, 
M  vims  EL  Robinson, 
Henrietta  W.  .Johnson, 
Olives  Johnson. 


Mr.  dftrrisoii's  Reply. 

Boston,  Munli  17,  is?:;. 
Esteemed  Friends,  :  No  letter  could  be  more  com- 
plimentary, none  more  gratifying,  none  more  stimu- 
lating  to   the    performance    of     the     difficult     taSB 
designated     therein      than      the     one      which      you 

have  addressed  to  me.  I  am  too  deeply  af- 
fected by  it  to  he  able  to  make  :i  suitable 
reply— cherishing  as  I  do  for  you,  individually 
and  collectively,  the  highest  respect  as  endeared  co- 
lahorers  in  the  mighty  struggle  for  the  abolition  of 


American  slavery.  To  receive  from  you  such  a  con- 
currence of  judgment  as  to  the  desirableness  of  my 
preparing  the  narrative  you  suir^est,  "  for  the  use  of 
the  future  historian  of  This  country,"  is  indeed  to  he 
greatly  honored.  To  your  urgent  appeal  1  dare  not 
say  nay  ;  and  1  am  equally  afraid  to  give  an  affirma- 
tive answer,  lest  expectations  might  DC  raised  only 
to  end  in  disappointment. 

After  the  lonir-desired  "  year  of  juhilee"  had  come, 

a  generous  overture  was  made  to  me  by  a  leading 
publishing  firm  in  this  city  to  write  a  voluminous 
history  of   the  conflict    that    preceded   it;  but   my 

health  broke  down  soon  afterward,  and  has  been 

more  or  less  impaired  ever  since,  so  that  up  to 
I  his  hour  the  first  sentence  remains  to  be  recorded. 
It  is  extremely  prohlematical,  therefore,  whether   1 

shall  yet  be  strengthened  to  depict,  even  on  a  lim- 
ited scale,  the  most  nolewort  hy  moral  and  political 
straggle  in  the  annals  of  civilization.    Covering  as 

it  did  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  and  rending  the 
nation  hy  the  antagonistic  elements  which  it  aroused, 
to  portray  it  in  all  its  multitudinous  phases,  without 
exaggeration  or  abatement,  exceeds  my  ability,  not- 
withstanding your  enoouragins  voices.    Moreover, 

my  connection  with  it,  from  its  commencement  to 
its  (dose,  was  so  close  ami  peculiar  that  a  sense  of 
delicacy  almost  precludes  me  from  trying  to  record 


my  views  and  recollect  ions  of  it.  So  tar  as  1  am 
personally  concerned.  1  feel  no  interest  in  anv  his- 
tory of  it  that  may  he  written.  It  is  enough  for  me 
that  every  yoke  is  broken  and  every  hondinan  set, 
free.  Yet  there  are  lessons  to  he  drawn  from  it  that 
cannot  fail  to  be  serviceable  to  posterity.  The  mil- 
lennial state,  if  it  ever  come  on  earth,  is  yet 
in  the  far  distant  future, 
merahle      hattles      yet       to      he 

right,  many  wrongs  to  be 
evil  customs  abolished,  many 
thrown,  many  deliverances  wrought ; 

shall    hereafter   go   foith    to   defend 


There     are     innu- 

fnughi     for    the 

redressed,      many 
Usurpations    over- 
ami  those  who 

the   righteous 


cause,  no  matter  at  what  cost  or  with  what  disparity 
of  numhers,  cannot  fail  to  derive  strength  and  in- 
spiration from  an  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the 
means  and  methods  used  in  the  Anti-Slavery  move 
ment. 

I  need  only  say,  in    conclusion,  that   yoiir  request, 
dear    friends,     will    certainly    furnish    a     powerful 

inducement  to  me  to  endeavor  i<»  cany  out  your 

wishes. 

Thanking  yon  again  for  this  token  of  your  regard 

and  confidence.  I  remain,  yours,  for  a  world's  libera- 
tion, w.m.  Llotd  <•  lbrison. 

To    Edmund   Quinoy,    Samuel    E.   Bewail,   Oliver 

Johnsi John  Gk  Whit  tier,   (lerrit    Smith,  Maria 

Weston  Chapman,  Lncretia  Mott,  and  others. 
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